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"Rule Admissibility of expressions of sympathy ox 

benevolence. (a) In any civil action that is brought against a 

health care provider as defined in section 671-1, or in any 

arbitration proceeding that relates to the civil action, any 

statements, writings, or benevolent gestures that: 

(1) Express sympathy or a general sense of benevolence 

relating to the pain, suffering, or death of the 

patient involved in the incident with the health care 

~rovider: and 

(2) Is made to the patient or to the family of the - 

patient, 

are inadmissible as evidence of an admission of liability. A 

statement of fault, however, which is part of, or in addition 

to, any of the above shall be admissible. 

(b) For purposes of this section: 

(1) "Benevolent gestures" means actions that convey a - 

sense of compassion or commiseration emanating from 

human impulses; and 

(2) "Family" means the spouse, parent, grandparent, 

stepparent, child, grandchild, sibling, stepsibling, 

adopted children of a parent, or spouse's parent of 

the injured party." 
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1 SECTION 3 .  T h i s  Act does not affect the rights or duties 

2 that matured, penalties that were incurred, or proceedings that 

3 were begun before its effective date. 

4 SECTION 4. New statutory material is underscored. 

5 SECTION 5 .  This  Act shall take effect upon its approval, 

INTIiODUCED BY: 



Report Title: 
Medical Liability 

~escrigtionr 
Makes expressions of sympathy or benevolence made to a patient 
or family member of the patient inadmissible as evidence of an 
admission of Liability in civil proceedings brought against a 
health care provider. 


